FOR MEMORIES OF NORIHIRO OGATA

S IAFIRAT

In early September 2008, we received word that Norihiro Ogata (called Norry) had passed
away in the previous month. He was 42 years old. We were surprised by this sad news,
because he had not shown any sign of illness before. Since Norry initiated the first LENLS
in 2004, he had been playing the central role in the organizational activities of LENLS. His
death is a great loss or our activities of formal semantics in Japan. Norry was not only
scientifically very talented but also always very helpful for organizing meetings related to
formal semantics and dynamic syntax. We would like to thank him for all he has done to

activate formal semantics in Japan.
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Personal Memories of Norry Ogata

Eric McCready

Aoyamagakuin University

For me Norry was both a mentor and a friend. I met him first when I was staying at my wife's
parents' house in Nara in the summer of 2003 and saw a query Norry had posted on the Linguist List
about quantificational subordination. At that time I was engaged in writing a paper on the topic with
Nicholas Asher and Linton Wang (later published as Wang et al. 2006). Since Norry was in Osaka
and therefore close by, I suggested that we meet to discuss what we were thinking. We met at his
office at Osaka University and then talked over drinks at a nearby Okinawan restuarant. I was struck
by how much he knew about a wide variety of topics, something which would impress me every
time I saw him.

Our next meeting was at the first edition of LENLS in Kanazawa. That first meeting was a
one-day workshop without invited speakers. I think we had five or six talks, each quite long; this
was much smaller than LENLS is now. Norry was the main driving force behind the establishment
of LENLS: he is the one who made the initial contacts with JSAI and set up the basic structure of the
workshop. As everyone reading this presumably knows, LENLS at present is in its sixth year and
attracts participants from around the world; it is one of the, or perhaps just “the', major venue(s) for
formal semantic and pragmatic research in Japan. This is one of Norry's major contributions to this
area of research in Japan.

In 2005 I finished my PhD and went to Osaka as a postdoctoral research fellow with JSPS to
work with Norry on issues relating to modality in Japanese. I stayed for a little less than a year,
which was an extremely fruitful period for both of us. We did substantial joint work on evidentiality
in Japanese and on related adjectival constructions, and also talked a lot about the semantics and
pragmatics of particles. Some of this work has appeared as McCready and Ogata (2007a,b). This was
a very enjoyable time for me personally as I was able to learn a great deal. I believe it was pleasant
for Norry as well. We were both a bit sorry that it was cut short by my move to Tokyo, though even
after this move we continued to collaborate and discuss a variety of issues.

The defining characteristic of Norry to me qua academic was his deep and active interest in
new formalisms and new ways of characterizing linguistic phenomena. Every time I saw him I
learned about something new going on in logic or mathematics that he had found relevant for some
linguistic phenomenon: dynamic preference logics, category theory, ... or a new perspective on some
foundational piece of mathematics I had always taken for granted in my work. His horizons were
truly broad and I will greatly miss our discussions. I hope that his legacy can be continued, both in
the development of the field of formal semantics and pragmatics in Japan as embodied in, for

example, LENLS, and in my own work and those of his (and my) other colleagues.
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Some Memories of Norry Ogata

Tomoyuki Yamada
Hokkaido University

Norry Ogata was not only a gifted and very productive mathematician of language, but also an ideal
organizer equipped with disarming openness and hospitality to new ideas. I always enjoyed
talking with him ever since I came to know him in LENLS 2005 Workshop (Logic and Engineering
of Natural Language Semantics 2005) held in Kitakyushuu International Conference Center in June
2005. Thus, when I was invited to give an intensive course on philosophy of language for the
students of Faculty of Letters of Osaka University in December 2007, I naturally visited his office,
which was located near Faculty of Letters in Machikaneyama Campus. He welcomed me with
Professor Yasuo Nakayama, whose office was located in Suita Campus of Osaka University, and
took us to a nice Indian (or perhaps Nepalese) restaurant, where we talked about mathematical tools
that can be used for modeling interesting phenomena known about natural languages as well as
logical dynamics of social interaction over exotic dishes and glasses of strong drinks. That night
we also talked about the future possibility of LENLS Workshop becoming an important international
forum for formal semantics and pragmatics of natural languages in the Pacific area, assuming that it
could be held regularly as a co-located workshop of the annual conference of JSAI (the Japanese
Society for Artificial Intelligence) for at least more than a few years. Now we have come to know,
however, that JSAI will no longer host any co-located international workshops during its annual
conference. Instead, it will hold a separate annual meeting consisting only of international
workshops. We don’t know how this change will affect LENLS. But we have to find our way out
of any difficulties this change might cause, and we have to do this without Norry Ogata. It seems

to me that we are now beginning to appreciate how important he was for us.
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In early September 2008, we received word that Mr. Ogata, one of the organizing
committee, had passed away in the previous month. We, the organizers, were surprised by
this sad news, because he had not shown any sign of illness before. Since Mr. Ogata
initiated the first LENLS in 2004, he had been playing the central role in the organizational
activities of LENLS. His death is a great loss for our activities of formal semantics in
Japan. Mr. Ogata was not only scientifically very talented but also always very helpful for
organizing meetings related to formal semantics and dynamic syntax. We, the members of
the organizing committee, would like to thank him for all he has done to activate formal
semantics in Japan. (Yasuo Nakayama, “Overview of Logic and Engineering of Natural
Language Semantics (LENLS) 2008,” in H. Hattori, at. el. (eds.) (2009) New Frontiers in
Artificial Intelligence: JSAI 2008 Conference and Workshops, Asahikawa, Japan June
2008, Revised Selected Papers,, LNAI 5447, Springer , pp. 101-102, at 102)
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